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Abstract

Background and Aim: Although the concept of structure has always been a focal point in historiographical
debates, it is often neglected by methodologists and even historians of philosophy due to its theoretical
complexity and its close association with sociology. This research aims to achieve a paradigmatic understanding
of historiography, highlighting the impact of structural concepts and their implications on the range of
methodological approaches.

Methods and Data: This study employed a documentary method within a qualitative research framework. Data
was gathered through an analysis of selected documents and was presented in a narrative form. The study is
grounded in the philosophical concepts of history, focusing on two primary hypotheses: a) adaptation, and b)
relevance, within the context of the paradigmatic foundations of the human sciences.

Findings: The research identifies two distinct approaches: a) structuralist history, which includes history, social
history, and cultural history (primary); and b) post-structuralist history, which encompasses new cultural
history.

Conclusion: Constructivist history implies a realistic history related to positivist assumptions in its initial
evolution, yet it maintains a logical distance from conventional positivism. On the other hand, post-structuralist
history adopts a critical stance towards assumptions, leading to a rethinking of (official) history.

Keywords: Structuralist history; Post-structuralist history; Realistic history; People-oriented history; Duality.

Key Message: The duality of structuralist and post-structuralist history results from developments within the
historical paradigm, which are linked to the broader paradigmatic shifts in the humanities such as positivism,
interpretation and criticism. Therefore, the critical turn in historiography from the structuralism to
poststructuralism can be understood in this framework.

Received: 04 December 2023 Accepted: 02 April 2024

Citation: Jahangiri, ], & Mohammadi, N. (2024). A Duality in Historiography: Exploring the Influence of
Structural Ideas (Structuralist and Post-Structuralist) on the Evolution of Historiographical Traditions,
Journal of Social Continuity and Change, 3(1), 157-182. https://doi.org/10.22034/JSCC.2024.20955.1096

E-ISSN: 2783-3100 / © 2024 Published by Yazd University L.-au

This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/]SCC.2024.20955.1096




Jahangiri et al. / A Duality in Historiography: Exploring the ...

Extended Abstract
Introduction
Since the 1960s, there has been a growing wave of historiographical trends, starting with

various Marxist styles, from Orthodox to Neo-Marxist and the Critical School. Throughout the
1970s and 1980s, approaches such as social history and cultural history emerged within the
Annales School. In the recent evolution influenced by the postmodernist turn, a (new) cultural
history has risen, focusing on microhistory, which, in its latest version, aims to examine the
relationship between historiography and power. Today, various broad categorizations such as
narrative (mythical) history and scientific history, classical (political) history and social
history, modern history, and postmodern history have been recognized and formalized. These
trends cover the aforementioned approaches, with their primary distinctions relating to
analytical contexts and levels such as cultural, political, economic, and social. However, in
considering the present research, both theoretically (the theory of history) and technically
(methodologically), it is possible to observe another significant distinguishing feature in the
fundamental assumptions of each of these approaches. This feature lies in their stance on the
relationship between structure and the object of history. This research seeks to demonstrate
that structuralist thought has introduced fundamental differences in historiographical
approaches to the extent that it can serve as the basis for a general categorization:
Structuralist Historiography/Poststructuralist Historiography. Therefore, this study attempts
to explore the relationship between the famous structuralist/poststructuralist thesis and
history, thereby re-examining the reasons for the evolution and diversity of historiographical
methods. Thus, how is the structural idea presented and justified in historiography? Based on
the concepts of the philosophy of history, what are the theoretical and practical consequences
of the structuralist/poststructuralist thesis in the evolution of historiographical traditions as
specialized and differentiated approaches? And where are its consequences evident in
theoretical/methodological foundations? Ultimately, what is the relationship between the
differentiated historiographical approaches based on structuralist thought?

Methods and Data
In the present research, a documentary method has been employed. As a qualitative

approach, the documentary method involves the researcher's systematic use of documentary
data to discover, extract, classify, and evaluate materials related to the research topic.

Findings

After conducting investigations centered on answering the research questions, two
approaches were identified and justified: a) Structuralist history, and b) Poststructuralist
history. This investigation, above all, is based on the foundations of the philosophy of history,
particularly on two hypotheses: a) conformity, and b) relevance. Accordingly, the logic
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governing structuralist history is related to the hypothesis of conformity, whereas the
assumptions governing poststructuralist historiography have a logical relationship with the
hypothesis of relevance.

According to the knowledge gained in this study, the aforementioned two approaches are
recognized as the theoretical-methodological consequences of the paradigmatic shift in
history parallel to the paradigmatic transformations in the humanities, marked by the
positivist, interpretivist, and critical turns. Therefore, the historical paradigm is not
considered an anti-positivist or exclusively interpretive approach, as is commonly understood
by historical methodologists, particularly in Iran. Instead, it should be seen as a continuum, in
which specific assumptions arise at each stage, thus leading to various historiographical
approaches, including structuralist and poststructuralist history. Structuralist historiography,
in fact, is a narrative of the play of economic (Marxist history), political (state-centered
history), cultural (Annales school), or social structures that, as entities above society and
humans, push history toward a distant, predetermined end. These structures determine and
explain everything and every aspect of life. However, poststructuralist history is reflective,
concerned with both the cultural history of current affairs and people's lives, as well as the
cultural history of the formation of macro-structures. In other words, poststructuralist
historiography questions the objectivity and materiality of macro-structures from the outset,
attributing their formation to micro-cultural relations emerging from everyday life.

This research also claims that, based on the knowledge gained, there is no complete
epistemological/methodological rupture between the two approaches of structuralist and
poststructuralist historiography. Rather, since new critical history is the product of the
inversion of structuralist history towards poststructuralist interests, there is ultimately a
form of duality between the two. Thus, poststructuralist history is developed through the
critique of structuralist history and its key assumptions (reconstructionism, objectivity,
holism, surface history, structural explanation) and rethinking these premises.

Conclusion and Discussion
What has been conducted in this research, aiming to explore structuralist thought in

history, is in fact an examination of the logical dimensions of this concept and its
transformations for history, as well as the changes and diversity in historiographical
approaches. The research was carried out based on concepts and assumptions from the
philosophy of history, which ultimately led to the identification of a paradigm, the historical
paradigm, that underwent two stages of transformation through an epistemological shift. At
each stage, a specific understanding of history and historiography is achieved, with the
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recognized duality—structuralist history/poststructuralist history—being linked to these
transformations.
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