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October 11, 2023 . . . . .
Holding customs and rituals in every society strengthens the social ties

of that society. In Shi’a culture, Muharram mourning ceremonies have
been valued significantly. It has created the basis for a set of rituals
which have gradually found diverse social functions to become part of
the popular culture. During the Qajar period, unlike the previous
periods, due to the role of religion and religious ceremonies in the social
life, special places were crated for holding these ceremonies, most
important of which were Ashura rituals. In Naien, the space of
Husseinieh, as the mourning place, was influenced by the traditions in
the Qajar period. The present research is a case study seeking to explain
how ceremonies and rituals, especially Muharram and Safar mourning
ceremonies, interact as an identity and cultural factor for the city of
Naien. The data from questionnaires and theoretical analyses showed
Keywords: that the interaction between Ashura rituals and the city of Naien in
Ashurarituals, | o e of physical characteristics led to the creation of certain elements

April 3, 2024

Husseinieh, . . . ..

Urban space, and spaces in the Qajar period called Husseinieh. These places are
Identity, considered as the most important religious elements which formed the
Naien, urban spaces and the central neighborhoods as well as determined the

structure of the spatial system and its physical integrity. Also, mourning
ceremonies have influenced the spaces associated with it due to their
accordance with the beliefs of city’s resident; Husseinieh spaces have
been of effects on the identity of people and their sense of belonging.
Performing mourning rituals is carried out with the participation of
people, whose group work provides the basis for social consistency and
local integrity in the course of holding the ceremonies.
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