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Abstract

Background and aim: Migration is a phenomenon that affects contemporary societies and causes social changes and
challenges. One of the strategies to cope with these challenges is to educate immigrants, especially children, who are more
vulnerable to behavioral and social problems. Communication skills are essential for the development and integration of
immigrant children. This study aimed to determine the effectiveness of teaching communication skills through storytelling on
behavioral disorders and social skills of Afghan immigrant students in Ardakan city.

Data and method: The study used a semi-experimental design with pre-test, post-test and follow-up to compare the
behavioral disorders and social skills of 24 first grade elementary school students who participated in 11 sessions of
communication skills training through storytelling with a control group that received no intervention. The measurement tools
were Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL) and Social Skills Rating System (SSRS).

Findings: The findings showed that the experimental group had significantly lower behavioral disorders and higher social
skills than the control group after the intervention and in the follow-up phase (p<0.01).

Conclusion: The results suggest that communication skills training through storytelling is a useful method for improving the
behavioral and social skills of Afghan immigrant students and facilitating their socio-cultural integration.

Keywords: Communication Skills, Storytelling, Behavioral Disorders, Social Skills, Afghan Immigrant Students.

Key Message: Based on the findings of the research, it can be concluded that teaching communication skills through
storytelling as a non-medicinal, easy, affordable, accessible and favorite method for children to improve the behavioral
disorders and social skills of Afghan immigrant students is practical. By improving communication skills, we can hope to
improve the social and behavioral skills of Afghan immigrant children and provide necessary contextes for their social
integration in destination society.
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