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One of the most important and magnificent palaces in the Achaemenid citadels of
Susa and Persepolis is a palace known as Apadana. Apadana palace in Susa is called
by this name because of an inscription on the remaining pillars naming this palace
Apadana. There is also a palace with a similar physical structure in Persepolis despite
not having an inscription with a name. Numerous archaeological, historical,
architectural and urban planning researches have been conducted on Achaemenid
cities and citadels for a long time, and the function of these palaces, especially the
palaces and buildings of Persepolis, has always been a matter of debate for experts.
However, in order to understand the meaning of Apadana, the physical structure of
this building and its function, researchers have focused less on the historical and
racial history of the Persians, which are known as a branch of Indo-Iranian tribes.
With the allegorical mythology method of Georg Friedrich Creuzer, which is a
method focused on finding the meaning behind the form of an artwork and with the
narratives and myths behind it, this research seeks to find a new interpretation for the
function behind the form of Apadana palace. The historical study of the rich ancient
Indo-Iranian texts showed that, based on Indo-Iranian etymology, the word Apadana
means a holy and glorious place of gathering and presence. Over the years, it has
been used in the meaning of palace with columns, public palace and outer palace.
Also, the study of the physical form and plan of the building showed that the plan of
the building as well as many details used in it was based on the Vastu Purusha
Mandala diagram in the Vastu Shastra, which is the knowledge of building the
physical environment, or the traditional knowledge of architecture and urban
planning, in the Indo Iranian culture. Based on the mythological narrative of the
formation of this mandala, the Purusha, the cosmic man was fixed on the earth by the
gods, and, with the presence of these celestial and solar gods, the image of the sky
was reflected in this plan. This is the scene on which the movement of the sun and
the moon are drawn and calculated. On this plan, the constant cycle of days and time
is also measured. So, this palace is an image of the sky, and the daily and annual
movement of the sun and the moon is reflected on it. It is thus the best place to
celebrate important annual events such as Nowruz, Mehrgan, and Tirgan.
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One of the most important and magnificent palaces in the Achaemenid citadels of Susa and
Persepolis is the palace known as Apadana. Apadana palace in Susa is called by this name because
it has an inscription on its remaining pillars which name this palace Apadana. There is a palace
with a similar physical structure in Persepolis but with not inscription to name the place. Numerous
archaeological, historical, architectural and urban planning researches have been conducted on
Achaemenid cities and citadels since a long time, and the function of these palaces, especially the
palaces and buildings of Persepolis, has always been a matter of debate for experts. There are also
numerous hypotheses made about their characteristics. For example due to the reliefs of gift
bringers in Apadana palace, many consider this palace as a place for holding special ceremonies
and rituals such as Nowruz and Mehregan or Babylonian Akito, Based on some reliefs such as lion
and bull as well as the special orientation of the complex, Persepolis and especially Apadana palace
are considered to have an astronomical function to observe celestial objects. In order to understand
the meaning behind the name of Apadana and its physical structure and function, some researchers
have focused less on the historical and racial history of Persians, who are known to be a branch of
Indo-Iranian tribes.

The approach of this research is New Mythology and the research method is allegorical mythology,
as a method established by Georg Friedrich Creuzer, a German philologist and archaeologist. This
method seeks to explain the relationship between the form and the meaning of an artwork.
Creuzer’s method helps to study the form, or based on his own words, the image of an artwork.
Through the study of the myths or allegories behind this image, the meaning or the idea of the
artwork in question would be understood. This method consists of three stages. The first stage
deals with the detailed description of the material aspect of the work and, accordingly, the
identification of its symbolic aspects. The second stage deals with the identification of the
mythological narratives behind the symbolic aspects that were found in the first stage. The third
stage is to analyze these narratives through the etymological study of the names of its main actors
so as to find the meanings or ideas behind them.

The rich ancient Indo-Iranian texts show that, based on its etymology, the word Apadana consists
of apa or ava which means glory and enlightenment and dana which means the place of presence.
So Apadana is equal to the glorious place of enlightenment and enlightened king. Over the years,
it has been used in the meaning of palace with columns, public palace and outer palace. Also, the
study of the physical form and plan of Apadana showed that the plan of the building as well as
many details has been made based on Vastu Shastra, which meant the knowledge of building
physical environments or the knowledge of architecture and urban planning in the Indo Iranian
culture. This plan was designed with reference to Vastu Purusha Mandala and based on the
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mythological narrative of the formation of this mandala, the Purusha. According to this narrative,
the cosmic man was fixed on the earth by the gods and with the presence of these celestial and
solar gods, the image of the sky was reflected in this plan. So, this is the scene in which the
movement of the sun and the moon and their years was drawn and calculated. Based on this plan,
the constant cycle of days and time was also measured.

According to its etymology, Apadana is the palace of an enlightened king. As the Purusha myth
suggests, the plan of this palace is a translation of the rhythm of time into a pattern in space. Based
on this pattern, we can now be sure that what the Apadana plan was formed on was in harmony
with the main directions of sunrise and sunset, equinoxes and solstices. Also, since this palace is
an image of the sky, the daily and annual movement of the sun is reflected on it. It is, thus, the best
place to celebrate important annual events such as Nowruz, Mehrgan, and Tirgan.
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