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Abstract

An epic is a folkloric exaggerated depiction of the battle of real,
historical or imaginary heroes and heroines along with their romantic
adventures. Many of the traits and actions of the hero in an epic are rooted
in the heroic traditions of ancient Iran, mythological ideas and the system
of nobility and chivalry. In this regard, Shahnameh has played a great role.
This study aims to identify the characteristics of the heros of folk tales in
comparison with the hero of Shahnameh in terms of birth pattern and the
corresponding issues, military and political actions, and the characteristics
of modesty and chivalry. The results of the research show that the heroes
in the popular literature have a lot in common with the heroes in national
epics in terms of the pattern of birth, quality of upbringing and education,
warlike character, use of fine tricks and adhering to the requirements of
chivalry ethics. Due to his popular origin, however, a folk hero acts more
freely and independently than the hero of Shahnameh in political actions
and the type of dealing with the institution of power.
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