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Abstract

Following Roland Barthes' theory of the death of the author, the author's
authority in the new criticism is faced with a serious and unprecedented
challenge. The death of the author has had an obvious effect on
postmodernism, as some postmodernist techniques are a reflection of the
author's theory of death. This has jeopardized the author's authoritarian
position. Barthes rejects the traditional view that the author is the source of
the text, the source of meaning, and the only person competent to interpret.
According to him, the "death of the author" is equal to the birth of the
reader, because the meaning is not in the origin of the text but in the
destination of the text. So, if we consider the origin as "author" and the
destination as "reader"”, the meaning is formed in the destination. In other
words, the creator of the work is no longer the center of attention and
influence; rather, it is the work itself that produces meaning every time it is
read or seen by the audience. In this article, the novel The author does not
die; he acts it out written by Hassan Farhangi is examined based on the
"death of the author" theory. The results show that, in this postmodern
novel, the author emphasizes features such as the power of choice and
choosing the reader (central reader), the character's objection to the
narrative process, interference with the writing, and the character's
argument with the author and disobedience. The novel also underlines the
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narrative nature and act of writing, intertextuality, and combining the real
life of the author with the fictional life of the characters. These stunts reduce
the author’s centricity in the text, highlight the role of the reader, and
transform the novel into a postmodern text based on the author's theory of
death.

Keywords: The death of the author theory, Roland Barth, The novel The
author does not die;he acts it out,Hasan Farhangi, Postmodernism.
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1. Barthes, Roland (1988), The Death of the Author Image—Music-Text
Stephen Heath (trans.), London, Fontana, pp. 142-148.



